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The past month has been quite inter-
esting for Kenya Community Media 
Network (KCOMNET) and its flag-
ship project – Umoja Radio 4 Peace 
Project.  This edition of our regular 
Newsletter attests to these important 
developments.

Umoja Radio 4 Peace Project Team, 
led by Michael Schweres (GIZ/ CPS 
Peace Building Advisor) and Shei-
la Ngatia (Project Support Officer), 
has carried several assessment visits 
to the locations of different commu-
nity radio stations and the partner 
Catholic Radio stations involved 
in this project.  Further assessment 
visits are planned in the coming 
months in the schedule provided 
in this newsletter. Besides assessing 
the experiences and training needs 
of the partners radio stations on 
conflict sensitive reporting, these 
assessments visits are important to 
KCOMNET and the partner com-
munity radio stations in other ways: 
they strengthen networking oppor-
tunities of the radio and KCOM-
NET; assess the status and needs 
of the radio station and the target 
community; familiarize KCOMNET 
with the journalists serving at the 
radio stations, among other impor-
tant networking opportunities. 
May 2 – 4 2017 were especially great 
days for KCOMNET and the part-
ner community radios. It was the 
first time in recent memory where 
KCOMNET through the financial 

support of Konrad Adenauer Foun-
dation was able to bring together all 
the registered community radio sta-
tions in Kenya. The process of this 
meeting is highlighted in this news-
letter. Suffice to say, two important 
results were realized in this meeting: 
One) Kenyan Community Radios 
signed the 2017 Nairobi Declaration 
of Kenyan Community Radios: En-
gagement for Truth, Fairness, Ethics 
and Integrity; two) 22 community 
radios signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding(MoU), for KCOM-
NET to engage in collective market-
ing of community radio stations in 
Kenya.
Marketing community radio sta-
tions is crucial to ensure the finan-
cial sustainability of community 
radio stations for them to be able to 
serve adequately their target com-
munities and audience. 

This Newsletter advances the efforts 
of Kenya Community Media Net-
work to highlight and share to a wid-
er audience and partners the various 
engagements in the development of 
community media in Kenya.

Enjoy reading it. We shall be glad to 
get your feedback as well.

Njuki Githethwa, 
Coordinator, Kenya Community 
Media Network

Editorial

Implemented by: 

https://umojaradioforpeace.org/
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Community Broadcasters Convention 2017

Community Broadcasters celebrated the Inter-
national World Press Freedom Day with a three 
day convention touching upon issues of truth, 
fairness, ethics and integrity in the media.  The 
collaborative event organized by KCOMNET 
and GIZ CPS (Civil Peace Service) and support-
ed by the German Konrad Adenauer Foundation 
brought together more than 30 representatives 
from community radio stations and catholic ra-
dio stations nationwide. 

From the 2nd to 4th of May 2017 the Rosa Mystica 
Centre in Nairobi hosted the World Press Freedom Day 
convention. Members from more than 30 radio sta-
tions (community and catholic stations) were present 
to speak for their respective counties.  The convention 
maintained an open atmosphere allowing for all par-
ticipants to share their experiences, voice their opin-
ions, and debate the future of community radio sta-
tions. With in-depth discussions and moderation from 
KCOMNET and UMOJA-Radio for peace activists the 
convention was a successful event.  A quick highlight of 
the most important discussion points;

Community Radios engage for highest profes-
sional Standards

Day 1: “The Nairobi Declaration: Turning the pages of 
hate and violence”
As this was the first convention ever organized for all  
of the public community radios and the catholic radio 
stations, the focus was on open discussions and shar-
ing of experience. The main topic to work on was the 
elaboration of a common engagement for high jour-
nalistic standards, especially in the pre-election peri-
od. After long discussions the delegates decided on the 
Nairobi Declaration “Engagement for Truth, Fairness, 
Ethics and Integrity” to be presented to the public at 
the worldwide celebrated “World Press Freedom Day 
2017”. This Engagement got the support of the London 
based Ethical Journalism Network (EJN)

By Alina Schlesinger.
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Day 2: “Reflections on freedom and democracy and the role of Media”
By day two, everyone had gotten acquainted and to welcome the participants a prayer was spoken by a 
member of the audience, to mark the beginning of another productive day at the World Press Freedom  
Day convention. Michael Schweres (giz-cps) opened the floor with a short introduction into the current 
state of press freedom in Kenya, encouraging the audience to think about their role as journalists in 
this country. The group discussions covered issues of ethics and conflict sensitive reporting, whereby 
Kenyan press regulations were put under the microscope by the local journalists. The presentations un-
covered several issues that the community radio stations had been dealing with including accessibility 
to information as a journalist,  competition with mainstream media, the role of the internet and social 
media today and many other interesting topics. In the afternoon important issues were brought forward 
by radio station representatives which included gender discrimination in the field of journalism, as well 
as frequency distribution and reach of the radio stations. The second day was wrapped up with the sign-
ing of the Nairobi Declaration by all participants. 

Day 3: “Strengthening Kenyan Community Radio”
The main topic of discussion throughout the third and final day of the convention was sustainabili-
ty of the community radio sector in Kenya. Njuki Githethwa (KCOMNET) and Tom Mboya (KOCH 
FM) took over this part of the discussion giving more insight into the economic factors involved in 
sustaining community radio stations. This included marketing aspects, funding as well as exposure of 
community radio stations. An additional point of discussion on the third day circled around the topic 
of professionalism in community radio stations, which included the importance of journalistic trainings 
and capacity building.
In the afternoon, Ms Wanjiru Kang’ara from UNESCO joined the convention to highlight the issues 
of access to information and Journalists trainings by UNESCO. As Unesco only works with Journalists 
accredited by the Media Council of Kenya, this topic triggered a very animated debate. Through this the 
members of the audience had the chance to discuss the role of KCOMNET as a networking and lobby-
ing body for the various radio stations but also leading to further discussions of the possible associations 
for community radio stations in Kenya. 

Participants of the 2017 Community Broadcasters Convention, with the newly signed “Nairobi Declaration-  Engage-
ment for Truth, Fairness, Ethics and Integrity”. 
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The 2017 Nairobi Declaration of Kenyan Community Radios
“Engagement for Truth, Fairness, Ethics and Integrity”
 
We the participants of the World Press Freedom Day 2017 Convention of Kenyan Community Radios, held in 
Nairobi, Kenya, on May, 2nd and 3rd 2017, under the auspices of Kenya Community Media Network (KCOM-
NET), Konrad Adenauer Foundation (KAS) and the GIZ/Civil Peace Service ‘UMOJA-Radio for Peace’ Project,

Having considered the impact of elections-based-hate-speech, violence and post-election violence in Kenya 2007/2008 
and having paid solemn tribute to those who lost their lives,

Believing that it is important to combat attempts to use media as instruments of propaganda, hatred and violence, espe-
cially in times of election campaigns,

Considering that free media and ethical journalism are cornerstones of democracy and vital to the creation of unified, 
peaceful and tolerant societies,

Considering again that the latest figures about decreasing press freedom in the world, published these days by “REPORT-
ERS WITHOUT BORDERS”, are highlighting a dangerous tendency,

Insisting that hate speech, which incites violence and intense hatred between communities, must be exposed, isolated 
and eliminated without undermining ethical journalism and press freedom,

Noting that women, children, youth, physically challenged and people from minority communities whose portrayal in 
media is often demeaning and full of stereotypes are the primary victims of intolerance and discrimination,

Welcoming the rapid expansion of internet in Kenya as information and communication tool but recognising that there 
is an urgent need for media organizations to promote responsible use of information online and to counter or, where 
appropriate, to block fake news, hate speech and ethnicity in social networks,

Further recognising the growing significance of online information in the media economy and strongly insisting that 
media do not sacrifice standards and ethical credibility for commercial gain, 

Noting the tendency of media on all platforms to sensationalise information and to use stereotypes and clichés which 
reinforce the conditions, in which hate speech and violence can flourish,

Calling on the government of Kenya, media agencies and the International community to commit themselves to the 
highest standards of press freedom, free expression, protection of journalists and to support efforts to reinforce respon-
sible election coverage and highest reporting standards,

We as journalists and community broadcasters declare our public engagement for highest professional journal-
istic standards, with the aim of promoting ethical, tolerant, inclusive and accountable journalism, good media 
governance and responsible communications to do no harm in the exercise of our profession.

We declare our support to the Media Council of Kenya (MCK) and the Ethical Journalism Network (EJN) in 
the efforts to establish guidelines to expose and identify Hate Speech and to elaborate a model for auditing 
Transparency, Good Governance and Ethics of Journalism.

We urge all media professional groups at community, regional and national level and across 
all platforms of journalism in Kenya and elsewhere to raise awareness of the ethical challeng-
es and to strengthen responsible editorial work in line with the objectives of this declaration. 
 
Nairobi, May 3rd,
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Assesment visit report;
Zone 3

UMOJA-Radio for peace team 
visit Coastal Region Community 
Radios 
by Sheila Ngatia

March 1st – 3rd 2017, we set out to the Coastal re-
gion to conduct an assessment visit of four com-
munity radios: Radio Mang’elete, Mwanedu FM, 
Radio Tumaini and Kwale Ranet Radio. Radio 
Tumaini is a catholic station under the Mombasa 
Archdiocese of the Kenya Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. These visits are part of our activities to 
conduct interviews finding out how versed the col-
leagues are in conflict sensitive reporting. We took 
photos and did some videos which shall be used 
for documentation, networking and advertising.
 
Our first stop was at Radio Mang’elete which is one 
of the pioneer community radios located at Kibwe-
zi sub-county, broadcasting with a 40 KM radius 
coverage. The main language is Kambaa and a few 
programs are in Swahili and English. The issues that 
came out as predominant causes of conflict in that 
region were human – wildlife conflict, water points 
conflict between the Kamba and Maasai, child abuse 
and domestic violence. The radio tries to deal with 
these issues in their programs and to harmonize the 
communities.
Radio Mwanedu and Tumaini were our second stop 
stations in Voi town. Radio Mwanedu has been 
broadcasting since May 2007 while radio Tumaini is 
a relatively new station. Radio Mwanedu has worked 
with the National and County government and man-
aged to harmonize co-existence between the diverse 
ethnic communities that live in Voi and Taita Tave-
ta county. Throught their work they also minimized 
the radicalization of the youth which at some point 
was very rampant and had affected a lot of young 
people in the region. Radio Tumaini which is about 
six months old now will mainly focus on evangelism 
but also try to build peace through various programs 
that talk about social issues, health, civic education 

and peace, among many others. Last but not least, we 
visited Kwale Ranet Radio located in Kwale County 
which is one of the radios that is sponsored by the 
meteorological department. These special type of 
community radios are mandated to give first priority 
to weather forecasting and afterwards continue with 
normal programming. Kwale Ranet broadcasts in 
Swahili and Mijikenda languages at a radius of about 
50 km. The reason why it was located in Kwale county 
was to warn the residents of any impending natural 
disaster from the Indian Ocean. Besides this, the ra-
dio has also tried to come up with special programs 
that minimize the rise of small militia groups in that 
region that were mostly linked to terrorism activities. 
That is one of their success stories.

Community Radio Journalists are often in the cen-
tre of conflicts, strengthening their knowledge of 
Non-Violent-Communication, conflict analysis and 
conflict sensitive reporting is the main objective of 
the UMOJA Radio for peace project.

The Mang’elete Singers
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Top left: The radio Jangwani team in-front of their radio station. 
Top right: On air at Radio Jangwani 
Middle:  Kellen Nyambura at the microphone of Tumaini Radio 
Bottom left: An insight into the content of our Workshops 
Bottom Right: Alphonce Munyao in the Mang’elete studio
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Top: A group presentation at the Radio for Peace Workshop in Voi
Middle left: Shiela explaining actor mapping in the Voi workshop 
Middle right: A meeting with  the Radio Tumaini team during out assessment visit in Voi
Bottom left: Njuki at the marketing workshop for KOCH FM in Nairobi
Bottom right: the new equipment at BUS FM in Kajiado
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Broadcasting for Peace – the Workshop

5 regional Clusters, 40 Radio Stations. For the UMO-
JA –Radio for Peace Project team this means at least 
40 station visits to assess the needs of the community 
radio stations and prepare the workshops on conflict 
sensitive reporting. 5 big regional workshops with 
3 participants of every radio station have to be or-
ganized. All this should be done in the first phase of 
the project before the elections on August 8th. This 
is also a logistical challenge for Sheila Ngatia, Project 
Support Officer since January 2017.
The venue has to be discussed in the team but then, 
Sheila takes over everything. 
Welcome to the Nairobi and Voi Workshops; Where 
can the participants from outside be hosted? What 
kind of food can be provided? Does it fit into our 
budget? How much do the Matatus from different 
places charge so that the travel allowance can real-
ly cover what the participants have to spend? List-
ings, requests for quotations, phone-calls – when the 
workshop begins with a short prayer, all this is done 
and the work on the main content of the trainings 
can start.
Sheila, who did peace and conflict studies, takes 
over the first part: Understanding conflicts. “What is 
a conflict, what is violence?” These are the starting 
questions for the radio colleagues. Sheila introduc-
es conflict analysis and actors mapping, explains to 
the participants how conflicts escalate and tells them 
why conflicts are like icebergs.
The afternoon of day 1 is Michael’s time. As a sen-
ior journalist, he is working with the participants on 
all the subjects linked to conflict sensitive reporting. 

Where do journalists stand in a conflict? How can they 
stay objective? What is the impact of their reporting 
on the conflict? What is the difference between peace 
and war journalism? Journalist’s activities can fuel 
peace and war – the DO-NO-HARM Principle applies 
also for journalism.

Day 2 begins with Marshall Rosenberg’s concept of 
non-violent communication (NVC) another part of 
Sheilas program. “Be aware of your language” is writ-
ten in the agenda, language can be violent, how can 
the radio-makers identify hate speech, and how to re-
act on this.
Before working with Michael about “How to tell the 
story” the participants have to plunge into their local 
conflict context: Doing an actors mapping and trying 
to identify the needs and interests of the different con-
flict actors allows them to see the radio-stories behind 
everything.
Exchanging ideas and experience, discussing different 
points of view, brainstorming to find feature ideas – 
the UMOJA Radio for peace workshops are places of 
diversity and creativity in learning and sharing. 
(msw)
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An insight into the  UMOJA- Broadcasting for Peace Workshop 

Understanding conflicts and their dynamics, being aware of all 
the hidden factors in a conflict are key elements of the Training. 
Mapping the actors of a conflict uncovers the links, influences 
and interests of the different parties involved in a conflict.

Reporting about conflicts, their actors, hidden interests and 
investigating on influence and manipulation are creating impacts 
on conflicts and/or the behavior of the conflicting parties. The 
DO-NO-HARM principle also applies on journalism. Media 
must do no harm.
You can accede to the workshop-content by using this link.
 
(All documents are copyright protected and only for personal use)

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5flapx96wn2lp4w/AAC4DHqD5ly0WoWL-FTOi8tKa?dl=0
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‘Rwanyonga’ 
–The Heroic Chief
by Sheila Ngatia

     n the Ancient African tradition,   
       Kings were regarded as the highest rulers 
in their dynasties. Nobody had the right to chal-
lenge them whatsoever. As the sound of the Af-
rican drums fill the air, a story is told of Rwan-
yonga the village chief from Rwanda. He did the 
most daring and remarkable act that, up to date, 
made him an icon to reckon with in the society. 
A beautiful sculpture was curved by the refugees 
at the Kivuli center in Dagoretti Corner: Rwan-
yoga being the brave man that he was. The sculp-
ture depicts the traditional culture of a chief in 
the village and the African symbolic way of life.

Rwanyonga dared to bet with the king on who 
has the best hunting skills. A day was set to go 
to the bush for a hunting spree. As the two set 
off to hunt, the king apparently had plotted to 
shoot and kill Rwanyonga the innocent chief just 
because he dared to challenge him. So, he asked 
Rwanyonga to go ahead as the first and try his 
luck to kill a lion. Little did Rwanyonga know 
that it was a trick for the king to kill him. Before 
the the king could attempt to shoot him, the chief 
had already managed to kill the lion, and run 
back to the village to show the people that he had 
carried the day. First attempt – not successful.

Second attempt - the king not giving up, set out 
for another trip to the bush, this time round, the 
target was much easier; an Antelope. Rwanyonga 
had been filled in by one of the villagers that the 
king was plotting again to kill him, so he was very 
cautious. The king not forgetting his old moves 
asked Rwanyonga again to go first. Rwanyonga 
decided to run and hide somewhere at first, then 
kill the Antelope and run back to the village to 
show them that indeed he had succeeded for the 
second time.
Last and final attempt, the king gave up on  trying 
to shoot the chief Rwanyonga. As the best way 
to kill him, he thought of poisoning him. Again, 
Rwanyoga had gotten word that he was going to 
be poisoned and had long gone flown away for 
fear of being persecuted and killed. 
 
 

‘Rwan-
yonga’ the 
heroic chief is 
commemorated 
up to date with this special piece of art (depicted 
above). African societies have been brain washed 
by authoritarianism and totalitarian kind of govern-
ance which started right from the ages of kings and 
their dynasties. But the story of Rwanyonga shows: 
nothing is impossible! 

I

The refugees at Kivuli center, which also hosts Mtani Radio, 
mostly came from Rwanda and Burundi. Some of them ar-
rived in Kenya as early as 1995, right after the Genocide in 
Rwanda and others came in much later. They are a group of 
about eighteen persons and they form the Kivuli Carving 
group. The group has been engaging themselves with carv-
ings and batik of which some of their products relate with 
their native cultures and portrays their way of life.

Justine came from Rwanda in 
2007 and found some of his 
compatriots who had already 
formed a working group. Af-
ter seeing their good art work, 
he decided to join them and 
up to date, he still works with 
the group producing beautiful 
sculptures to earn a living. 

He hopes one day he will go back to his home country but 
for now, this is what he tells me: “The political condition in 
my country is still not very stable. The ruling party does not 
give the opposition a chance, they work closely with the in-
telligence and control everything thus the situation is still a 
bit tense.” 
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Haki Yetu is a Human Rights Organisa-
tion based at the Coast of Kenya, with 
offices in Bangladesh, Mombasa and 
Lungalunga, Kwale and implementa-
tion in Kwale, Mombasa and Kilifi. The 
organization was founded in 2008 by 
Father Gabriel Dolan and St Patrick’s 
Parish as legal aid support for popula-
tion in the informal settlement Bang-
ladesh. Today Haki Yetu is a registered 
CBO (community based organization) 
implementing under the 7 programs 
SGBV (sexual gender based violence), 
Child Protection & Safeguarding, Legal 
Aid, Land, Housing, Peace building and 
Governance & Accountability. 
In May 2017, Haki Yetu was requested 
(by Father Kanga) to join Radio Tumaini 
in Voi. One live show on “peaceful elec-
tions” based on the active non-violence 
project implemented in Mombasa and 
Kilifi County was aired. As well as one 
show on governance & accountability, 
discussing use of CDF (constituency 
development fund) and the importance 
of public participation in budget mak-
ing processes. 
Two other shows are planned for June, 
aiming at covering land & housing as-
pect and the topic of SGBV. (AR)

Haki-Yetu on air with 
Radio Tumaini in Voi Hello,

My name is Alina and I am 
currently doing an 
internship at Kcomnet.
I am a communications  and 
media student in the Netherlands, 
I lived in Kenya for a few years 
during high school and have loved the 
country ever since! When the internship opportunity in Kenya 
arose I was more than happy to return for a few months once 
again. 

I am very interested in the use of various media types as com-
munication tools, including some of the ones which KCOMNET 
works with such as arts, theatre, film and radio. I hope to learn 
more about community radio in general and about broadcasting 
and communication strategies all over Kenya. 
During my time here I will be working with Michael and Sheila 
on the UMOJA radio for peace project, where I will be taking 
part in tasks such as the designing of this newletter. I will also 
be working on the sustainability for community radio stations 
with the KCOMNET team. Working on these projects will be an 
interesting experience and I hope to gain further insight into the 
functions of community radio stations nation-wide especially 
in the times leading up to the presidential elections this August, 
where the media can be an important tool for maintaining peace 
throughout the country. 

Interns Corner

Imprint

The UMOJA - Radio for peace newsletter is a journalistic product designed for 
partners and participants. 
 
Kenya Community Media Network, KCOMNET
P.O.Box 2641 00100 Nairobi

Editors: Njuki Githethwa / Sheila Ngatia (sgn)  /Michael Schweres (msw) 
Design and layout: Alina Schlesinger (as) 
Contributor: Anne Ritter (AR)
Photos: Michael Schweres, cps
Copyright © 2017 KCOMNET/ UMOJA-Radio for Peace, giz/cps
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Zone Community Radio County Dates
Zone 4 12th-16th June

Ekialo Kiano FM Homa Bay 
Bulala Ranet Radio Budalangi-Busia

Nganyi Ranet Radio Vihiga 

Radio Rameny Migori

Radio Upendo Eldoret Town

Radio Amani Nakuru Town

Zone 5 3rd-7th July
Oltoito Lemaa FM Narok Town

Kangema FM Murang’a Town

Radio Maria Murang’a Town

Upcoming Assesment Visits

Upcoming Workshops

Zone 2 18th & 19th July 2017 

Baliti FM, Rware FM, Serian FM, 
Sawanga FM, Mugambo FM, Wajir 
Community Radio, Radio Thome 
FM, Radio Shahidi, Radio Akicha, 
Radio Mtumishi, Radio Jangwani
Radio Maria, Radio Wega.

Zone 3 30th & 31st May 2017

Radio Mang’elete, Mwanedu FM, 
Radio Tumaini, Kwale Ranet

Zone 4 27th & 28th June 2017

Ekialo Kiona FM, Bulala Ranet ra-
dio, Ata Nayeche FM, Nganyi Ranet, 
Radio Rameny, Radio Upendo, Ra-
dio Amani

Zone 5      11th & 12th July 2017

Oltoiti Lemaa FM, Kangema FM, 
Radio Maria

News and Upcoming Events 
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